I am currently in my third year of teaching as a middle school social studies teacher. Over the past two years I have had many accomplishments in my profession as a teacher. Three major categories that I have focused my accomplishments in are teacher working with student's families and community, teacher as a leader/collaborator, and teacher as a learner. Three of my major accomplishments, in which I feel, fit into these categories are organizing both students and staff to raise money for the American Red Cross, implementing student design web pages into our district, and continuing my education by pursuing a master's degree from the University of Illinois.  Through these three accomplishments not only have I bettered myself as a teacher but I have improved the education of my students.

My first major accomplishment was is in the area of teacher working with students' families and communities. The accomplishment occurred recently through the tragedy of the terrorist attacks on the United States. On September 11, 2001, the United States was attacked when three hijacked planes crashed into the World Trade Center towers in New York and the Pentagon in Washington. The news of the attack spread throughout the nation.

Students in my classroom and around the United States watched the events unravel on television in their classrooms. Many of my students were in disbelief that something like this could happen in the United States. Moments into the attack, hands went up with questions about what was going on. The rest of the day, each of my classes watched the news on the television and students raised each hour new questions about the situation. 

The next day, like the nation, my students still had many unanswered questions. I spent the day discussing with each class their questions. We talked about the rumors and tried to distinguish between the facts and the myths. Every student was concerned with what would happen next. Many were questioning the unknown. As more information was discovered, new questions were asked.

That night at home, the news discussed about how both parents and teachers should discuss the event with students. Numerous specialists and experts were interviewed and explained the effects the tragedy could have on students. The major concern that the experts had was reinforcing for children that they were safe. Each one listed tips and gave web sites that parents and teachers could use with their children to explain the event. 

One tip that jumped out at me was explaining to students how they could help out with the event. The news explained that this would help keep children's minds on something more positive than negative. Plus, I thought that it would be a great opportunity to teach my students a real life lesson. Too often, middle school students only think about themselves. This lesson would help my students realize that sometimes in life it is important to also think of others and to unite and help each other out in the time of need. 

The following day, I handed a worksheet out that had a series of questions about the attack. I had my students get into small groups and discuss with each other the answers to the questions. The activity allowed students to discuss with their peers what they thought to be true about the questions and helped them clear up any myths that each other had through peer tutoring/discussion. Most of the questions, students had no problem discussing. The last question on the sheet, though, caused a lot of frustration.

Question number eight on the sheet said, "What could your group do to help out with this tragedy and how could you put it into action?" Many of my students complained that the question was the hardest on the sheet. After discussing the sheet among the groups, we then discussed the questions as a class. The first seven questions were easily discussed. Question number eight, on the other hand, was a different story.

The majority of the students' felt that question eight was the most important question on the sheet, but they had the hardest time answering the question. As a class, we brainstormed some ideas that each group came up with. Each group, surprisingly, had different ideas. They ranged from giving blood to volunteering in New York for the cleanup. The problem, though, that my students ran into, was "putting it into action." This question was discussed longer than any of the other questions. Students even discussed it with me after class, at lunch, and after school.

Finally, my students and I came up with a plan that not only my classes could accomplish, but also the entire school could participate in. The plan was to collect money for the victims of the attack and donate it to the American Red Cross. The students were to advertise the collection on the announcements and in the hallways. My job was to collect the money, count it and take it to the bank, get the idea cleared by the principal, and contact and deliver the money to the American Red Cross. 

During the period of three days, our school collected money for the American Red Cross during lunch. To get students more motivated, I came up with another plan the second day of the campaign. I announced to the students that the teachers in the building would match the total amount that they raised. This task was not as easy though as you would think. On my plan period, I walked to each room in the entire building and recruited staff members to participate. Many of them questioned how much they would have to donate, but in the end I had hundred percent support from each member. 

After the three-day campaign, I totaled up the amount of money that the students collected and made an announcement of the total at the end of the day. The students had raised three hundred and fifty dollars. After the announcement, I asked the staff to donate nine dollars to match the students' money. After school each staff member either donated nine dollars or more than the amount asked. When I total both the student and staff money together, we had collected nine hundred dollars total. 

This gave me the idea to challenge the students one more time. I announced the following day that we were one hundred dollars shy of a thousand dollars. I then challenged the students to match the teachers' donation by raising one hundred dollars more for a grand total of one thousand dollar. To say the least, the students accepted the challenge and the goal was accomplished in two days. Our school happily donated a thousand dollars to the American Red Cross.

Analyzing this accomplishment, I feel that this activity had an enormous impact on everyone. After the campaign, I received numerous phone calls from newspaper, parents, and the community praising our school for the donation to the Red Cross. Many of the parents that I talked to said that this was a wonderful lesson on social responsibility which taught their students an important lesson of life, "sharing and helping each other out". Others were quick to point out that the donation that our staff made was a good example for our students to follow. Many people praised the project for bringing history to life for their student. Finally, many parents were amazed by how important their child took the campaign. In fact, one parent called me and told me that her son was going to donate thirty dollars that he was saving for a pair of new shoes. Staff members even congratulated me on the idea to raise money for the Red Cross.

Student also felt the benefits of the project. First, many of the students verbally expressed to each other during the campaign the importance of giving a donation. In fact, the lunch room ladies said that it was one of the most popular conservation during lunch. Not only was it the most popular conservation during lunch, but also parents said it was the topic of conservation at home. Students were not the only one that gave money, they reported recruiting brothers, sisters, parents, and grandparents to donate money to them. After the campaign was over, they asked when they could do another project like this again. Some students in my class even had a plan for another one. Finally, it was amazing to hear the students cheer and see the look on their faces when I announced that we had reached our goal of thousand dollars. 

Overall this accomplishment is one, that I feel, out students, school, and community will never forget. Everyone, including me, was amazed with the amount of money that we raised. The students, on the other hand, expressed happiness knowing that they had made a difference in the world by helping out those in need. Finally, our school came together and united when our nation needed us the most.

My second accomplishment is in the area of teacher as a leader/collaborator at the local level. This accomplishment occurred during my second year of teaching in the fall of 2000. I had started my first masters class at the University of Illinois. The class was Edpsy 387 Computer Uses in Education. The focus of the course was the exploration of innovative technologies for learning. In plain English, integrating technology into education. For the class, we had a major project that was to be completed by the end of the semester. The assignment was to change an aspect of education using technology. 

For the project, I choose something that my district was going to explore for the upcoming school year, student designed web pages. I figured that my seventh grade social studies class could be the pilot for this new journey for our district in technology. In doing so, I paired up with my school's learning center teacher and embarked on a journey of student design academic web pages.

To give a brief history behind our district web pages, web pages began when our district partnered up with a company called Learning Village, to incorporate web page design with both are teachers and administrators. Learning Village was a program that allowed schools to create web pages through the use of simple templates and commands. The program had a lot of different options for educators that other programs did not offer. For example, schools calendar that easily allowed teachers to post their homework assignments online. The best thing about the program, though, was that it was teacher friendly.

Our district decided to pilot the program for the company free of charge. In exchange, we would implement three stages into our district for the company to use as feed back to better their program, which eventually would be sold to districts nation wide. The first stage was to use the program with teachers and administrators in the district. This was done my first year of teaching and was huge success.

The second stage was to be implemented during the second year of the piloting. This stage was to be used with an option specially design to allow students to create web pages for class assignments or activities. During the summer of stage two, the district was searching for teachers to volunteer to use this option in their own classroom. Since this was a good opportunity for my major project for my master's class, I decided to volunteer for the project.

What the district wanted my school's learning center teacher and I to do was to incorporate web page design into my curriculum by the end of September. After we had used the web page design program with my students they then wanted us to present our findings to other teachers in our district at a series of staff development meetings in October. In the meetings, they wanted us to discuss methods that we used, things that went well with the project, things that we would change about the project, and suggestions on how other teachers could incorporate web page design into their curriculum. Finally, in November, my students were to share their web pages with their parents at student-led conferences. 

The first thing I did for project was to decide what part of my curriculum I could use web page design with. I decided that the students would create academic web pages related to the state standard of the Five Themes of Geography. The reason I chose the Five Themes was because they would fit into one of the templates offered by the program easily. Also, I had done a project the previous year with my students using the Five Themes of Geography that would nicely transfer over to web page design.

For the first three weeks of school, my seventh grade students explored the world of geography through the Five Themes. Students spent class time reading assigned readings, working on practice worksheets and homework, taking teacher designed PowerPoint notes, and playing a serious of geography games on the computer. During the three weeks students were also tested for understanding with three quizzes and a final test. After student had a good understanding of the Five Themes of Geography, we began the academic web pages.

The students were trained in the use of web page design through a series of hands on activities and PowerPoints that lasted a week. During the week they learned how to save pictures for their web pages, design backgrounds, access and make changes to the format of their page, insert pictures and text, and simple HTML commands that they could use to enhance their project. They also went through all the options that Learning Village had to offer them for their web page, and things that the program would not allow them to do. For example, they could only change their format of their web page from school and would have to have it approved by learning center or myself before the new format would be posted.

After the week of intense training, the students were ready to create their web pages. Students were paired into groups of two according to their ability. We mixed them between high and low abilities in both computer and academic skills. The students then picked and developed a web site using the Five Themes of Geography to describe an U.S. city. The students had to have five captions, one for each theme that described the city they had chosen. The captions had to have at least three sentences, use the theme correctly in the caption, and use correct grammar and punctuation. Each caption also had a picture that correlated with it. The last part of the web page was adding the background and bibliography.

Upon completion of their web pages, students then peer graded each other web page. Groups read two other groups' web pages and made suggestions of what each group could change to make their page better. They focused in on grammar and punctuation as well as pictures and overall captions. After each group made their changes, they then submitted them to be graded. Both the learning center teacher and I graded the pages. While we graded the pages, we brought in students during study hall to make changes to any errors that we found. Finally, we posted the pages to be viewed by teachers and staff in our district.

In October we had three staff development meetings at our district's Tech. Center. There we shared our findings with teachers and administrators in our district. During the meeting, we presented district staff with our research that included my unit lesson plans. I explained to them my everyday steps that included the PowerPoints and worksheet I used during the units. Next I discussed the project rubric, explaining what the students were graded on.

After explaining the instructional part of the Five Themes of Geography, both the learning center teacher and I handed them a packet of materials. The packet included worksheets, PowerPoint notes, technology based lesson plans, and other material that we used in training the students to use Learning Village to design their web pages. We explained to the staff each handout in detail and walked them through each hands-on activity that we conducted with students.  Next, staff broke down into small groups according to subject area and brainstormed some ideas of how they could incorporate web pages into their curriculum. 

Finally the meeting ended with us explaining some changes that we would make if we were to do the project again. We handed out cheat sheets that teachers could use with their students when creating their web pages. We also answered numerous questions that the staff had about the web pages. Throughout the year, the learning center teacher and I acted as mentors for other teachers in the district. 

After the students completed their web pages and our staff development meetings, our school's learning center teacher and I analyzed the pages to give feedback to our master's class and the district. The first step we used to analyze the pages was the student evaluations. We had both a pre-evaluation and a post-evaluation that students filled out. It was amazing to see how much the students had learned from just looking at their responses from the evaluation. For example, almost all students said that they could create another web page using at least one HTML code in their page and before the project we had only one student who said he could do it.

We also looked at the project rubric. Here we found that students performance were on an average a B. This was an increase for the class average on a project based performance compared to other project grades throughout the year. From our analysis of pre-tests and post-tests taken showed that students' understanding and retention of the state standard increased dramatically. On an average, test scores increased one letter grade after students completed their web page. We also looked at retention. After three months from the completion of the project, over half the class could give example for each of the Five Themes.

Turning to staff evaluations, the findings were similar. Many staff reported that student performance did increase when they used web page design in their classrooms. Student performance also increased on tests and retention. For example, many of the language arts teachers said that web page design for book reports increased the students understanding and retention of the book. Overall, staff evaluation of both the workshop and method was high. 

Our last analysis came during student led conferences. Here I talked with parents during the conferences and also had them fill out a pre and post evaluation. Many of the questions on the parent evaluations were similar to those of their students. Once again, the findings here were the same as my two previous analyses from students and staff. Many parents before the conferences knew very little about web page design. After the conferences, their knowledge increased dramatically. Many were quick to state that they thought their own students could teach them all the things that they needed to know to create a web page using a program such as Learning Village. They commented about how wonderful it was that their students were learning something that was real life. Many parents were impressed that their student knew an aspect of technology that the majority of parents did not even know. Finally, parents shared with me how wonderful the web pages were because it allowed distant relatives to view their students work.

My third accomplishment is in the area of teacher as a learner. This accomplishment also occurred during my second year of teaching in the fall of 2000. As an undergraduate student in education, it had always been my goal to pursue my master's degree after my first year of teaching. Upon completion of my undergraduate degree and my first year of teaching, my goal became reality. The district in which I was hired into was very technology oriented. It had received a federal grant that allowed it to be leader in technology for our state. From my start as a rookie teacher, I fell in love with the technology. I was constantly exploring ways to incorporate it into my lesson plans.

After my first year, I started exploring my option for a master's degree in education. I knew I wanted to get a degree that I would actually use to further my career. I finally made a decision after talking with our technology coordinator for our district who I had close ties to because of my involvement with technology in our district. He explained that because I loved technology and education so much, I should pursue a master's degree as a technology coordinator. He continued to explain about a program at the University of Illinois called Curriculum, Technology, and Education Reform or CTER. 

The program was designed to expose students to the breaking methods of technology and education reform while at the same time allowing the students/teachers to try these different methods in their own classrooms. The degree not only focussed on integrating technology into education but also on staff development and assessment with these breaking technologies. My technology coordinator explained that he was currently in the program and could not say enough positive things about it. He also reinforced that the degree could lead to job opportunities as a technology coordinator for a district, which was my next goal in education.

That summer I applied to the program and was accepted. The program was an online master's degree with most of the work and the lessons being completed both synchronously and asynchronously. There were a few face to face meetings each semester where students could meet and share their research and knowledge from the class they took that semester. Communication was done through chat rooms, email, and over the telephone. Overall, the program itself used breaking technology to conduct its courses. 

During my first year in CTER, I experienced numerous accomplishments through courses that I took. My first accomplishment I wrote about earlier in the paper. During my first course, I incorporated student web pages into my classroom and district. With the project, I had my own students create web pages using the state standard of the Five Themes of Geography. I also led staff development meeting for staff members in the district and acted as mentor for other teachers. Not only did the course expose me to this wonderful accomplishment but also allowed to me to explore breaking technology methods in my classroom. I learned topics such as trouble shooting to using technology based lesson plans to increase students' hierarchy of thinking. Overall, this course allowed me to try different techniques with technology.

My second accomplishment that I had with my master's degree was in the form of grant writing. During a course that I took during the summer, I explored the evolution of educational reform. During the class we learned many new techniques that technology was implementing into classrooms around the nation, for example problem-based learning. From there we discovered that educators might want to implement change into their district but lack the funding to do so. Next the course explored different avenues that educators could take in order to make a change in education 

We then identified a change that we wanted to make in our classroom and district and wrote a grant that would fund our change.  Once again, I pursued a change that my district wanted to make. My assistant superintendent asked that I write a grant that aided our district in testing and data collecting for state standards and student progress. I applied for our state's Technology Challenge Grant that was designed to fund districts looking to improve areas of education such as students' success rate on state standards. During the process I researched software that would allow in data collecting, previewed software that could be use to teach standards, community learning centers that would allow access to computer after school hours, and cost for the whole project. I then submitted a written plan to the state breaking down for the review the individual cost, the advantages for the whole community, and the reporting of data on district's web page for anyone in the state to view. Overall the experience was important because it lead to another valuable skill for me and for my district.

There have been many other accomplishments as result of the CTER program. I have created an ethical guide that has been posted on the Internet. The guide explains what districts; schools, teachers and communities should use and not use with technology when education of their students is involved. I have also changed techniques that I have used in my classroom management plan. I have studied many different aspects ranging for cognitive and behaviorist approaches, to try to predict and change my students' behavior.  Finally, the degree has led me to pursue being nationally certified as social science teacher. 

Analyzing the degree, I have concluded that it has been the best step that I have taken in my career. It has led to my district looking at me as a mentor to new teachers in our district. It has also given me the opportunity to be a staff developer in technology for my district. I have designed courses around my CTER projects to teach teachers in my district new techniques. A current example, was showing staff members an interactive learning community where teacher can hold forums online and look at different classroom resources. The community is called Tapped In. The program has opened doors to make direct changes in our district like student designed web pages and funding for state standards. 

CTER has also increased my relationship with my students' parents and community. The community's library and private schools to help student instruction have also used funding from the TLC grant. Community learning centers have been opened that allows parents and students to have access to technology after school hours. Students have shared different techniques taught to them at school with their relatives and neighbors at home. An example, was one of my students using the techniques he learned creating web page at school to help his father setup a web page for his privately owned business.  My students have also showcased their web pages at county conferences to educators and talked about the experiences they had with the assignment. 

Finally, CTER has opened the door professionally for me. I have had job offers and a promotion as result of the work that I have done with my CTER courses. Just this last summer, I worked with a local university and my district on asynchronous lessons that could be used with students. Our schools technology coordinator asked me to work on the project because she knew that I could incorporate ideas that I had learned in the CTER program. I have acted as our school's substitute teacher for our schools technology-coordinating teacher when she is out of the building.  I have also helped fellow teachers grow professionally by turning them on to enrolling in the CTER program. Through my accomplishments not only have I better myself professionally as and educator but I have also bettered the lives of my students and their environment.  
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