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The principle goal of education is to create men and women who are capable of doing new things, not simply repeating what other generations have done.

- - Jean Piaget - -

Gifted Education PowerPoint
Finding out that your child is gifted can be exciting, but at the same time can cause parents to feel overwhelmed.  Gifted children have two primary needs.  First they need to feel comfortable with their giftedness, their difference that provide opportunities but at the same time create difficulties.  Second, they need to have the chance to develop their potential.  How can parents help a gifted child in these two areas?  To begin with, a parent needs to learn as much as possible about giftedness.  Second, a parent may need to become an advocate for the child, to be sure that the child is properly identified and educated.  And finally, a parent should offer guidance so that the child may reach his/her potential.  The remainder of this paper is an attempt to give parent some suggestions on how to help a gifted child cope with their “gift”. (Getting Started) 

What is giftedness?
The idea of giftedness originally came from the psychology field in the study of individual differences.  It has since then left the psychological field and has become part of the field of education.  In the past years, many people have given their definitions for giftedness.  One of the best definitions, one with a psychological twist, came from an unpublished transcript of the meeting of the Columbus Group, a group of psychologists, educators, and parents, in July 1991.

“Giftedness is asynchronous development in which advanced cognitive abilities and heightened intensity combine to create inner experiences and awareness that are quantitatively different from the norm.  this asynchrony increases with higher intellectual capacity.  The uniqueness of the gifted renders them particularly vulnerable and requires modification in parenting, teaching, and counseling in order for them to develop optimally.” (Gifted Canada)

Another definition, one with more of an educational, and maybe understandable point of vies, is that gifted students are those, Who be nature of outstanding abilities are capable of high performance.”  The “outstanding abilities” may be in the areas of general intelligence, a specific academic field, leadership, the visual or performing arts, creative thinking, or athletics. (Baird)

How can giftedness be identified?
Contrary to the belief that all gifted students are alike, they are actually as different from each other as they are from all students.  This makes identification a difficult task.  Most schools use a combination of factors to help with this process.  One example of the screening process is used by the Anne Arundel County Public Schools in Maryland.  Their screening process is based on many different kinds of information, including:

Student performance

Teacher observations and recommendations

Parent nominations

Self-nominations

Test scores

(Anne Arundel County Public Schools Gifted and Talented Homepage)

One factor that makes the identification process especially difficult is differentiating between the bright student and the truly gifted learner.  Both may be seen as very intelligent and capable of excelling in school.  So how can one tell the difference?  This table might make it easier to understand the difference:

The Bright Child:


The Gifted Learner:

Knows the answers


Asks the questions

Is interested



Is highly curious

Is attentive



Is mentally and physically involved

Has good ideas


Ideas may seem silly

Works hard



Plays around, yet tests well

Answers the question

Discusses in great detail, elaborates

Is in the top group


Is beyond the group

Listens with interest


Show strong feelings and opinions

Learns with ease


Already knows

Mastery in 6-8 repetitions

1-2 repetitions

Understands ideas


Constructs abstractions

Enjoys peers



Prefers adults

Grasps the meaning


Draws inferences

Completes the assignment

Initiates projects

Is receptive



Is intense

Copies accurately


Creates new designs

Absorbs information


Manipulates information

Technician



Inventor

Good memorizer


Good guesser

Is alert



Is keenly observant

Pleased with own learning

Highly self-critical

Enjoys school



Enjoys learning

(Parents for Enrichment Programs)

Why is gifted education important?
As mentioned earlier, gifted students are out of step, asynchronous learners.  If left unrecognized, the traits that identify a student as gifted could lead to many complex behaviors. (Gifted Canada)  For example, gifted students tend to become physically as well as mentally involved in a project, which could easily be misdiagnosed as ADHD.  Many gifted children become so excited about learning that it’s difficult to keep from moving.  Next, some of the most creative ideas could seem very silly to others, including the teacher.  Another particular creative trait of such a child is that of being theoretical and abstract.  The abstractness could result in that child ignoring stressed data in assignments or handing in rather messy work.  Still another problem experienced by gifted children is due to concentrated periods of thinking, seen as daydreaming, that would cause the student to be inattentive to the teacher’s or classmates’ comments and class discussion.  Finally, the alert, eager child resents periods of classroom inactivity.  This trait could easily result in the student being disciplined for inappropriate behavior. (Bonsall)  An appropriate gifted education program should address problems like these.

Many people believe that gifted individuals do not need and should not receive any special treatment.  They feel that hose students will simply take care of themselves.  This couldn’t be farther from the truth.  As mentioned earlier in this report, a gifted child can easily be identified as a “problem student” if left unchallenged.  Fortunately, there is another school of thought concerning gifted education that gives six reasons supporting the importance of gifted education:

· Gifted learners must be given stimulating experiences appropriate to their level of ability if they are to realize their potential.

· Each person has the right to learn and be provided challenges for learning at the most appropriate level where growth proceeds most effectively.

· At present, only slightly over one-half of the possible gifted learners in the United States are reported to be receiving education appropriate to their needs.  

· Traditional education currently does not sufficiently value bright minds.  Most school teach to the average student.

· When given the opportunity, gifted students use their own knowledge to serve as a background for unlimited learning.

· Providing for our finest minds allows both individual and societal needs to be met.

It is because of this last reason, that gifted education will in the end help society, that funding has been made available for gifted children. (National Association of Gifted Children)

The Illinois State Board of Education recognizes the importance of gifted education programs.  School districts are required, pending appropriate funding levels, to provide services to all gifted students K-12 in all fundamental learning areas.  Each participating school district must develop a Comprehensive Gifted Plan that describes identification procedures, professional development activities, personnel to be used, a program description, evaluation methods, and projected costs. (Illinois State Board of Education)

What types of gifted programs are available?

There are many different forms of gifted programs available.  Often, the choice of program depends on factors such as the number of students to be served, staff, facilities, and financial support.  This list describes many of the programs available today:

· Ability grouping: placing students of similar ability in the same class or group for the purpose of instruction; usually temporary.  Research shows higher academic achievement gains for all students when they are grouped by ability and taught at a pace that matches their knowledge rate.

· Acceleration: faster presentation of content to more closely match the speed at which gifted students learn.  This is much like grade skipping.

· Compacting: eliminating repetition, minimizing drill, and accelerating instruction in basic skills or lower level classes so gifted students can move to more challenging material.

· Enrichment: deeper coverage of content often provided for gifted students.

· Grade skipping: promotion to a higher grade.  A grade skipped gifted child can still learn at an accelerated rate and may eventually outperform students at a higher grade placement.

· Home schooling: an option for students whose needs are not being met at school.  It allows for individualization in pacing and content.

· Independent study: self-education, often using self-selected resources and driven by student interest.

· Individualized instruction: content and pacing of instruction geared toward the individual’s unique learning styles, abilities, needs, and goals.

· Pull-out: a part-time special education program that takes exceptional learners out of the regular classroom for a limited time.  Many elementary gifted programs are once-a-week, pull-out, enrichment activities.

· Self-contained: A classroom is self-contained if the students in it spend most, if not all of the day with the same teacher.

· Tracking: full-time, often permanent assignments to achievement groups.  Ability grouping differs from tracking in that ability grouping is a part-time placement.

· Unschooling: an interactionist educational philosophy that relies on the natural desire of the child to make sense of the real-world environment around him/her rather than the environment of school.

(Gifted Glossary)

What can parents do?
Learn as much as you can about giftedness.  There are plenty of organization for parents of gifted children.  These organizations sponsor some very informative sites on the web.  Here are just a few:

· National Association for Gifted Children, formed to address the unique needs of gifted and talented children.

· Hoagie’s Gifted Education Page, includes suggested links for parents, as well as educators and children.

· Myths and Truths About Gifted Kids, Part of The Learning Network.

· Gifted Canada, information concerning bright and gifted children.  Be sure to read the article about overexciteabilities.
· A Glossary of Gifted Education, will help you understand the jargon used in many of these sites. 

Stimulate your child’s mind.  Identify the subjects that interest him/her and help find resources on the web.

· You may want to start with a WebQuest.  A WebQuest is and internet activity where students use information from the web rather than looking for it.

· Ten Cool Sites actually highlights over 200 sites organized by subject.  KidStuff is especially good for elementary students.

· StudentStuff is another collection organized by subject.  This site is geared toward sightly older students.

· The Math forum Student Center includes Ask Dr. Math, Problems of the Week, and Math Tips and Tricks

· Mozart’s Musikalisches Wurfelspiel is a musical dice game for composing a minuet.  This is one of the most amazing sites I have ever seen.

· Project Exploration, currently the exploration involves evolution of dinosaurs.

· Do you still need suggestions?  Ask Jeeves for Kids is a fast, easy, and safe way for kids to find answers to their questions.

· Sometimes a mega-search engine like dogpile.com can locate those hard-to-find topics.

Another way to stimulate the mind is through toys and games:

· Capsela

· K”Nex

· Lego

· Mancala

Field trips don’t have to be just for school functions.  Try some family field trips.  Depending on your interests, you may want to try a trip to a zoo, museum, theater, aquarium, or planetarium.  Many of these that I listed have educational programs.  The facilities listed are located in or near Illinois.

Zoos:

Lincoln Park Zoo, Chicago

Brookfield Zoo, Chicago

Milwaukee County Zoo

St. Louis Zoo

Museums:

Milwaukee Public Museum

Field Museum of Natural History, Chicago

Museum of Science and Industry, Chicago

Discovery World, Milwaukee

Chicago Academy of Sciences

St. Louis Science Center

Miscellaneous:

Shedd Aquarium, Chicago

Adler Planetarium, Chicago

Navy Pier, Chicago

Finally, the most important suggestion is that you remember that, regardless of your child’s intellectual age, your child is still just a child.  In trying to motivate or challenge your child, the most important rule would be “Don’t over-schedule your child and don’t let an older child over-schedule him/herself.”  Gifted children, like everyone, need time to play, to think, and especially, to dream.

Resources:

· Anne Arundel County Public Schools Gifted and Talented Homepage, http://www.aacps.org/aacps/boe/INSTR/CURR/tag/Gtintro.htm
· Asynchrony, Silverman, Linda Kreger, Ph. D., Gifted Development Center, http://www.gifteddevelopment.com/Articles/Asynchrony.html
· Classroom Problems with Gifted/Creative Childre, Bonasll, Marcella R., http://nfgcc.org/problems/htm
· David C. Baird’s Gifted Children Website, http://www.giftedchildren.cjb.net
· Getting Started, Haseltine, Robin, http://hometown.aol.com/exumamom/page/index332.htm
· Gifted Canada, Canadian information on resources for gifted children. http://www3.bc.sympatico.ca/giftedcanada/ynggift.html
· Hoagies Gifted Education Page, http://www.hoagiesgifted.org/
· The Gifted Glossary, Nordby, Steven M., http://members.aol.com/SvenNord/ed/GiftedGlossary.htm
· Illinois State Board of Education Financial Accountability Services, Gifted Education http://www.isbe.net/fas/programs%20we%20audit/gifted.htm
· Myths and Truths About Gifted Kids, http://familyeducation.com/article/0,1120,23-11018,00.html
· National Association for Gifted Children, Parent Information http://www.nagc.org/ParentInfo/index.html
· Parents for Enrichment Programs, http://members.home.net/cabreras/bcgl.htm
